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|A. C. WAGNER AS AN EXPERT | you learn chemistry,

‘Hnrll’ord Man Hng Becezy Afternoon
in Brooklyn Court.

A. C. Wagner was invited to Brook-
lvn, N, Y., last week to lestify as an
expert as to certain beer vats that
were the subject of a suit, tho claim
of the defendant being that they were
inferior in quality and stability. Tle
had bheen called in by the Breidt Brow-
ing Company of Elizabeth, N. J.,
whose brewery was onc of thosc e
had huilt before coming to Hartford.
The plaintiff had one ot the crack
Metropolitan lawyers, handy in con-
fusing witnesses, and some of them
would have been dear at 16 cents after
he finished with them, When he train-
ed his batteries on Mr. Wagner he
found he had pienty ofwso for his sur-
plus powder. The first thing he fired at
the Hartford man was not unlike. thla:
*What do you know about cooperage,
anyhow?" Then the battle was on.
Answering, Mr, Wagner sald he had
acrved much time inspecting and sug-
gesting and understood the business
thoroughly. :

Lawyer—"So you are a cooper?
"Well, what do you Know about brew-
ing beer? Are you a brewer?

Wagner—"Not in the strict senso of
the terin. I tell the browers how to
make the beer.”

Lawyer—"Weil, what do yon know
about wood?"

W,—"Surely more than you do. 1
aerved time in my father's carpenter
shop, where we sawed our own logs,
quartered our own onk and did every-
thing pertaining to the trade.”

L.—"Humph! cCarpenter, too? Do
you understand the chemical ingredi-
ents in the making of beer?”

W, —*"Sure thing!”

L.—*"A chemist, eh? Where did
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pray?”
—"In Damstadt where I was a

+ student four years,”

1

L.—"A chemist, too! Now, Mr,
Wagner, how much krusening do you
use to a glven amount of beer?” (This
s the process of adding newer beer:
1o moro aged beer in bLiending.)

W,~—"DI'ractlcally 10 to 13 per cent.'”

L.——"fen or 13 per cent., ¢nh? Do
you know So-and-so of Milwaukee?"”

W.—*'Certainly.”

I.—*Recognized authority on. such
matters, are they not?"

W.—“Quite well informed, surely.”

T.—"Well, Mr. So0-and-so, head of
that flrm, suys 35 per cent.  What do
yon say to that?”

W.—"I think he should drink that
heer himself!” (General laughter, in
which jury and all indulged.)

Then the tawyer tacked to the coop-
crage Lusiness again, and before he got
fn hisg objeetion Mr. Wagner had ex-
plained pretty clearly how a vat or
barrel should be bhutlt. *“No packing
should be put between the boards or
staves, The wood should come to-
gether and be forced tight by the
hoops. The man who put those vats
together didn't know anything
about—"

L—"0h! T abject! Object! You
understund about hydranlies and the
amount.o! pressure to the inch?’

.—"Yes, sir. I am an engineer."”

L.—"An engincer, too, eh? Con-
tracting cngineer?”

W.—"Precisely. Have planned and
built many of the brewerics of the
present day.”

L. (turning to jury)—"well,
gentlemen, the witness says~he I8 a
cooper, a brewer, un englneer, & chem-
ist, a contracter, an architect, etc.,
etc, and T leave his testimony with
you Lo analyze.” .

And in this way the afternoon was,
relieved of the possibility of monoto-
ny. ‘I'he Hartford man was in good
form when he left the stand and at:
the end of the day’s session was con-
graulated on the manner in which he
carried himself.

The real question involved was the
quality of the wood wyed for the vats
and the manner of their construction.
They were guarantecd to stand twenty
poinls pressure. My, Wagner's con-
tracts for the sume class of containers
cnll for standing twenty ponnds ‘‘con-
tinuous” pressure which reauires that
they be made of lasting wond,  Quar-
tered ofk is nsually weed. The RBreldt
people gave this contract to the Na-
itonnl Cooperage Co. in August 1911,
and the dispute has been going on
ever since,
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